Rishton Methodist Primary School
Geography Curriculum

Our Year 1 Geography curriculum builds upon the learning undertaken in the EYFS Understanding the World early learning goal. During their time in Early Years, children will have observed and described their immediate environment including the natural world around them, comparing this with different environments encountered through texts. They will have drawn on their knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and maps to explain similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries
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	Year One
	Focus:  Where is my school in the UK?

Vocabulary: North, east, south, west, route, forest, town, village, house and shop.

Knowledge Development: 
· Start local with a field trip into the area around school/school grounds.
· Look at physical and human features of Rishton. Discuss why they are human or physical features. 
· Discuss places which are special to the children in the school grounds and why.
· Compass directions North, East, South and West. Discuss what can be seen in the school grounds facing each direction. 
· Children are to create their own maps of the school grounds. 
· Look at where Rishton is in relation to the England, exploring its weather patterns and the UKs.
· Focus Question – Where is my school in the UK? Assessment example: Can children locate the school on a map of Rishton and England, discussing it using learnt language.

Linking book:
	Focus:  The UK

Vocabulary: Capital city, beach, cliff, coast, hill, mountain and city. 

Knowledge Development: 
· Start local, recount and recall Year One Spring One (Where is my school in the UK) by looking at location and features of Rishton. 
· Look at how the UK is structured, focusing on counties and where we are. Discuss weather changes compared to the north and south of the UK.
· Locate and look at London – largest urban area in the UK.
· Locate and look at Cardiff – very flat but surrounded by hills.
· Locate and look at Belfast – this is both a city and a town.
· Locate and look at Edinburgh – built on an extinct volcano. 
· Identify the surrounding seas around the UK.   
· Focus Question – What are the four capitals of the UK and what seas surround the UK? Assessment example – quick quiz.

Linking book: Maps of the United Kingdom – Rachel Dixon and Ms. Livi Gosling 
[image: https://www.booksfortopics.com/wp-content/uploads/maps-of-the-united-kingdom-245x300.jpeg]
	Year Two
	Focus:  Oceans, Seas and Continents

Vocabulary: Equator, North pole, South pole, continent, sea, oceans and hemisphere.

Knowledge Development: 
· Bridge back to where we are in the UK, recapping Year One Summer Two learning (The UK). 
· Geographical enquiry: What is a continent and an ocean?
· Use an atlases and globe to name and locate seven continents and five oceans. 
· Look at the continents in more detail and their connecting oceans, Asia and Europe – make reference to the Equator and the eight compass points. 
· Look at the continents in more detail and their connecting oceans, Australia and Africa – make reference to the Equator and the eight compass points.
· Look at the continents in more detail and their connecting oceans, North America, South America and Antarctica – make reference to the Equator and the eight compass points.
· Investigate the North and South Poles.
· Focus Question – What are the 7 continents and 5 oceans of the world? Assessment example: children to fill in a blank map and discuss the continents positions to each other. 

Linking book: Little People, Big Dreams, Ernest Shackleton – Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara and Olivia Holden. 
[image: https://www.booksfortopics.com/wp-content/uploads/ernest-shackleton-245x300.jpeg]
	Focus:  Australia

Vocabulary: River, urban, rural, factory, farm, harbour and port. 

Knowledge Development: 
· Bridge back to Year Two Spring One by recalling the seven continents and five oceans, focusing on Australia (Oceans, Seas and Continents). 
· Explore locational knowledge of the UK and world geography to plot the locations of Rishton, Lancashire, Australia and Canberra.
· Investigate the human features of Australia.
· Investigate the physical features of Australia.
· Compare human and physical features of Australia and the UK. 
· Assessment question – How are Australia and the UK similar and different to each other? Assessment Example: a debate could occur on where they would like to visit and why. 

Linking book: Australia (Where on Earth?) – Vallepur and Shalini
[image: Australia (Where on Earth?)]
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	Year Three
	Focus: Volcanoes, Mountains and Earthquakes

Vocabulary: Peaks, plain, tectonic plates, crater, main vent, secondary cone, lava, ash, ridge, summit, slope, plateau, face, foot and earthquake. 

Knowledge Development: 
· Link back to Year Two Summer Two, recapping the seven continents and five oceans (Oceans, Seas and Continents). 
· Look at the Earth, explore what it is made of and draw and label a cross section diagram. 
· Discuss why the earth’s surface is shaped like it is – tectonic plate movement, earthquakes and volcanoes. Link structure of the Earth Autumn One Science unit on rocks. 
· Look at the structure of a volcano – explore the meaning of active, dormant and extinct. 
· Look at Mount Vesuvius in Italy, Naples 
· Look at Earthquakes, why do they happen? How do we measure them – Richter and Mercalli scales. 
· Plot major volcano and earthquake zones on a world map – the Ring of Fire. 
· Research the five highest mountains in Europe: Mount Elbrus, Dyhk-Tau, Shkhara, Koshtan, Mount Kazbek – Look at facts, features, location and plot on a map of Europe. 
· Label the features of a mountain – what is a mountain range?
· Focus Question – How is our world ever changing? 

Linking book: King of the Cloud Forests – Michael Morpurgo. 
[image: https://www.booksfortopics.com/wp-content/uploads/king-of-the-cloud-forests-195x300.jpeg]
	Focus: Comparing and Contrasting Counties

Vocabulary: Countries, country and coastal.

Knowledge Development: 
· Link back to Year One Summer Two (The UK), recapping where the different counties are. Additionally, recap the surrounding seas and oceans of the UK, linking this to the different counties. 
· On an aerial map and OS map locate Yorkshire, Cornwall, Northumberland and Norfolk. Identify key physical features comparing each county. 
· Investigate Yorkshire, focusing on its human features and the Yorkshire Dales (Malham Cove)
· Investigate Cornwall, focusing on human features and its cliff coastlines. 
· Investigate Northumberland, focusing on human features and its mixture of low and highland.
· Investigate Norfolk, focusing on human features and how because it is low lying large parts of the rain water drain into the Rivers Wensum, Yare and Bure, leading to the North Sea. 
· Compare Yorkshire, Cornwall, Northumberland and Norfolk to each other identifying key difference in their physical features and how these attract tourists.  

School trip to Malham Cove – Fieldwork 

Linking book: The Big Book of the UK – Imogen Russel Williams and Louise Lockhart
[image: https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/91C-qaWR7JL._SL1500_.jpg]
	Year Four
	Focus: Rivers and The Water Cycle

Vocabulary: Velocity, flow, drainage basin, tributaries, meander, levee, oxbow lake, confluence, mouth, delta, estuary, evaporation, condensation, precipitation, transpiration, interception, infiltration and percolation. 

Knowledge Development: 
· Look at the water cycle and represent it in a simple diagram. 
· Look at erosion and deposition within rivers. 
· Look at the features of a river – drainage basin, headwaters (source), tributaries (affluent), meander, levee, oxbow lake, confluence, channel, riverbank, floodplain, mouth, flow, delta and estuary. 
· Apply the above features to an aerial map of the River Thames. 
· Link industry and settlements to rivers. Why are settlements (large cities) typically near rivers, e.g. Manchester, Liverpool, Paris…?
· Look at how we use rivers across the world.
· Assessment example: children could label an ariel map of the River Ribble and discuss its features such as settlements. 

Linking book: Once Upon a Raindrop: The story of Water – James Carter and Nomoco. 
[image: https://www.booksfortopics.com/wp-content/uploads/once-upon-a-raindrop-the-story-of-water-263x300.jpeg]
	Focus: Turkey

Vocabulary: latitude and longitude. 

Knowledge Development: 
· Revise continents and oceans from Year Two Spring One (Oceans, Seas and Continents). 
· Look at Turkey. Locate it in relation to the UK and identify Turkey’s human and physical features through maps and aerial maps. Identify its position on the globe using latitude, longitude…
· Identify key rivers and mountains in Turkey, recapping learning form Year Four Spring One (Europe’s Rivers and the Water Cycle). 
· Discuss and explore climate, population, language, currency and famous landmarks.
· Compare Turkey to Northwest England – what is the same and what is different? How is each area changing as a result of human forces such as climate change and tourism?

Linking book: It’s Not Turkey for Dinner, It’s Turkey the Country! – Baby Professor. 
[image: It's Not Turkey for Dinner, It's Turkey the Country! Geography Education for Kids - Children's Explore the World Books By Baby Professor]
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	Year Five
	Focus: Comparing the Northwest and the Scottish Highlands  

Vocabulary: Tourism, loch, lake and highlands. 

Knowledge Development: 
· Bridge back to Year One Summer Two (The UK). Identifying the Northwest and the Scottish Highlands along with their surrounding seas and oceans. 
· Look at maps of Northwest and the Scottish Highlands, what do you notice? Identity elevation levels, lakes and lochs. 
· Locational study of inverness – focusing on population, access and tourism.  
· Locational study of Windermere - focusing on population and tourism.
· Comparative study, compare the locations Windermere and Inverness.
· Discuss what life is like in the Scottish Highlands compared to the Northwest. 
School trip to Lake Windermere – Fieldwork

Linking book: An Amazing Illustrated Atlas of Scotland – David MacPhail and Anders Frfang 
[image: https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/91nyp12eJdL._SL1500_.jpg]
	Focus: South America

Vocabulary: Trade links, climate, climate zone, natural resources, pollution, conservation and fossil fuels. 

Knowledge Development: 
· Link back to Year Two Summer Two, recapping the seven continents and five oceans (Oceans, Seas and Continents). 
· Look at maps of North and South America, what do you know? Identify key cities. Identify its position on the globe using latitude, longitude…
· Recap Year Three Spring One (Volcanoes, Mountains and Earthquakes), identify where both volcanoes and earthquakes are typically found and how this links to the Andes. 
· Locational study of a significant place within South America, human and physical features – focus on the Amazon Rainforest.
· Discuss human impact on the rainforest and its changing geography, link to supply and demand of different industries that use palm oil. 
· Focus question – What impact have humans had on our planets rainforests? 
Linking book: The Explorer – Katherine Rundell
[image: https://www.booksfortopics.com/wp-content/uploads/the-explorer-195x300.jpeg]
	Year Six
	Focus: Biomes

Vocabulary: grid reference, marine, freshwater, desert, savannah and deciduous forest.

Knowledge Development: 
· Build on world locational geography to learn about climate zones. 
· Look at the main world biomes:
· Marine and freshwater – vegetation belt and animals.
· Desert and Savannah – vegetation belt and animals.
· Deciduous forest and rainforest – vegetation belt and animals.
· Tundra and Taiga – vegetation belt and animals.
· Look at the impact of environmental changes on these areas.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Focus Question – What has been in impact of the great pacific garbage patch? 

Linking book: The Incredible Ecosystems of Planet Earth – Rachel Ignotofsky 
[image: https://www.booksfortopics.com/wp-content/uploads/the-incredible-ecosystems-of-planet-earth-256x300.jpeg]
	Focus: Globalisation

Vocabulary: Global citizens, environmental change, globalisation and trade. 

Knowledge Development: 
· What is globalisation and how has it changed the way we communicate? 
· Look at how does globalisation affect trade? 
· Look at what does globalisation have to do with food.
· Look at what globalisation has to do with clothes and where they are made? 
· Debate where globalisation will lead us.
Linking book: Old Enough to Save the Planet – Anna Taylor and Loll Kirby and Adelina Lirius
[image: https://www.booksfortopics.com/wp-content/uploads/old-enough-to-save-the-planet-257x300.jpeg]
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